INTRODUCTION.

THE perversion of ideas through the use of
vague and false terms, such as policy, expe-
diency, civilisation, military operations, &c,, is
the chief cause of the inability to distinguish
between right and wrong which leads to the
rapidly increasing number of little wars in
which thecountry is involved. These are
Becoming so ^frequent, and are so lightly
entered upon, tla,at disasters have occurred
before the country even knew that its troops
were engaged. We have forced our presence
upon the Japanese, and have compelled them
to admit our consular jurisdiction, though its
inefficacy to maintain order had been proved
by experience: though Sir Rutherford Alcock
has exposed its defects in the .first chapter of
his second volume on Japan, which is pro-
bably only a transcript of his official corre-
spondence, no steps appear to be in contem-
plation for their remedy.

In 1829 M. Abel Remusat inveighed
against the practice of Europeans in adopting
a different standard of right and wrong out
of Europe, following only their own will and